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thanks to Persian intercourse and the instinct of nations. Be-
side, the policy of Constantinople and Teheran are freely and
at times sensibly discussed in these coffee-houses, no less
than the stormy diplomacy of Nejed and her dangerous en-
croachments ; ship news, commerce, business, tales of foreign
lands, and occasionally literature, supply the rest of the con-
versation.

Of the local governor and the men of state \ve saw little; in-
deed we avoided them as much as possible, and even declined
a chance invitation from 'Alee to his palace; thinking it enough
knowledge of the Bahreyn El-Khaleefahs to hear " their evil
report;" nor do I imagine that a nearer acquaintance with them
would have brought us to a more favourable opinion;

At last, on the 6th of January, 1863, the wind veered to the
south, and on the 9th of the month our long-expected Aboo-
'Eysa arrived, with a squadron of retainers. Schemes were
formed and discussed, rejected or revised, till at last we agreed
on adopting a plan sketched out by our friend while with us in
his Hofhoof retirement, and in furtherance of which a large
part of the wares he now brought with him had been purchased.
This plan was not a bad one, though circumstances beyond the
reach of ordinary calculation concurred to render its success
less complete than it might otherwise have been.

Aboo-'Eysa had procured above twenty loads of the best
IJasa dates, the genuine Khalas, well packed in oblong rush-
cases, and at the same time he had given order for four hand-
some mantles of Hoflioof manufacture, woven and embroidered
by the most skilful hands: three for presentation to an equal
number of chiefs whose domains lay between Bahreyn and
Mascat; the fourth and costliest garment for the Sultan of
'Oman himself, in acknowledgment of patronage afforded our
friend on a former occasion. Meantime I was to accompany
the gifts and their bearer under the scientific character of a
deep-read physician, on the look-out for I know not what herbs
and drugs, which I was to suppose discoverable in the south-
eastern regions; and when, under covert of the introduction
thus obtained, and the good will likely to ensue, I had succeeded
in sufficiently examining the land and die people, I was to
return to Aboo-Shahr, where I should find BaiakSt arrived long
before with Aboo-'Eysa. For this latter had about three months